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“                                    “The Riches of My Kingdom”
                                        written by: Robin D. Duncan (Copyright 2005)
                                                        (A Course in Miracles for Daily Living)
These are glorious times!  Everywhere you look, people are remembering who they really are and unveiling their true identity right before our eyes.  It’s like a giant masquerade party where everyone has pretended to be something other than who they are and now they are beginning to take their masks off.  The masquerade has been so convincing that even the party-goers forgot they were pretending.  It’s been a grand adventure…so clever and brilliant.  Even when we looked in the mirror, we saw the costume and thought it was real.  We believed the idea that we could really be separate, lacking or unattractive.  We even thought that if we REALLY worked at it, we could improve who we are and make more out of ourselves.  It wasn’t until we forgot our real identity so completely, that we actually frightened ourselves enough to search for the Truth.  Well…at least in my case…that is what happened for me.

I was moving along in life in high gear.  I was in a profession that somehow picked me.  My career came easily, but I always felt as though it was taking me to another place.  Some people know exactly what they want to do in life in early childhood.  I was not one of those people.  I didn’t have a clear idea of what I wanted, so I chose that which came easy to me…Accounting.  I enjoyed math and numbers always made sense to me.  I was promoted easily at the companies I worked for and before I knew it, I was 34 years old, a CPA and a Vice President and Chief Financial Officer for a hundred million dollar company.  I loved the people I worked with but found myself married to a computer, working endless hours away from my children, knee deep in financial statements and budgets, and oftentimes the bearer of bad news when the numbers didn’t turn out as planned.  

My health had made a turn for the worst.  My hair was falling out and I was seeing a Chiropractor twice a week because I couldn’t turn my head without pain.  My marriage was falling apart and in the center of everything were my precious 4 and 6 year old sons.  Everything was dissolving around me.  I was the captain of a ship that was taking on water and destined to sink due to my poor management…or so I thought.  As my boat continued to take on water, my sense of confidence and ability to navigate went out the window.  After a turbulent divorce and a layoff from my position as CFO in the same month, my boat was surely headed to the bottom.  

In complete desperation and after trying every maneuver I could think of, I gave up. I remembered a quote I heard from Marianne Williamson that said, “Your best thinking got you here.”  For all those years, my best thinking seemed to take me forward.  Then, in a flash, my best thinking was useless.  On that day, I completely surrendered.  I knew that I had created complete disaster and had no idea what to do about it.  I prayed and asked the Highest part of my mind to guide me.  I was willing to follow this guidance with hope that it would lead me through the disaster I had created.
I was aware that there was a Divine Presence or Wisdom, but had not really cultured a relationship with it.  I’ll never completely understand why we have to hit bottom before we start asking for help, but that does seem to be the protocol here.
After several years of learning how to forgive… forgive myself… others… and then God, I began the arduous task of learning how to receive.  I was a terrible receiver at the time and realized that I would never be able to experience the riches of the kingdom if I didn’t know how to receive.  I had created a costume so complex and convincing that it took several years to see myself differently…to see the Truth in me…to be willing to know that I am worthy of everything.  The key ingredient here is “willingness.”  Miracles are based on a shift in perception and I was definitely willing to have a new perception.  
Time seemed brutal as my old paradigms and beliefs shattered around me.  If I didn’t know God to be so loving, I would have surely felt targeted.  What I didn’t realize at the time was that every act, event and circumstance was being orchestrated for my good.  This loving presence did not create my chaos, but was more than willing to show me my way out of it.  

Throughout the journey of forgiveness, I became more aware of my hopes, dreams and desires.  I started to reach for them…and then the struggle set in.  It seemed that the moment that I clearly knew what I wanted was the same moment that it all became unreachable.  What had happened?  Everything in the past that I had reached for, I achieved.  This time was different.  This time I reached for something that I REALLY WANTED and it moved further away.  Where had I gone wrong?  What happened to my ability to instantly create?  
After tears, ranting, raving and the like, it was brought to my attention from my Higher Wisdom that the reason I was not experiencing abundance and the desires of my heart was because I believed I didn’t have them.  Merely my thoughts of lack had produced the struggle I was experiencing.  I was also reminded that abundance comes from us not to us.  If we do not know abundance, then we do not know who we really are.  If we are striving towards or experiencing lack in anything… money, relationship, health, beauty, healing, etc., then we are not aware that we are already whole and that we lack nothing.  Perhaps it is human nature to strive, however it is our spiritual nature to remember that the our experience here is simply a game, an illusion, a place to play out our hopes, dreams and desires.
I began to realize that my striving for what I thought was good and wholesome was as much of an obstacle to my peace as were my judgments against myself and others.  In a physical universe we experience opposites.  I had spent many years learning how to forgive the negative, only to switch my emphasis to striving for the positive.  Either way, it’s an illusion because the underlying consciousness is based on “not being or having enough.”

I was relieved the evening that all of this was brought to my attention.  That night, I agreed to stop striving and to begin KNOWING that every act, event and circumstance was for my good.  In any negative experience, I asked to know the Truth instead of what I was experiencing and began asking for guidance about everything. I simply listened to what I was guided to do each and every day and then followed that guidance.  Step by step, each obstacle dissolved in front of me.
I began to notice a deep sense of peace that I had never before experienced.  After letting go of all the striving, my mind was quiet and playful.  I conducted myself each day as if I had a hundred million dollars in the bank, and asked myself what I would do.  Short of spending the actual cash, I carried the attitude of wealth and abundance, knowing that I indeed had everything already.  I would constantly ask myself, “What would I do in this situation if I knew I had a hundred million dollars in the bank?”  The responses were quite different from my old responses.  I spent much more time enjoying myself and sharing with others.  I stopped trying to get anything here… love, money, acceptance, etc. and started looking inward for answers.  To my delight, my outward experience began changing abruptly.  Our outward experience is the effect of our inward consciousness.  The more I let go of trying to “get” anything here, the more it began to show up in front of me.  

One of the many miracles I experienced was a call from Citibank.  After listening to my voicemail greeting, a representative from Citibank left me a message saying that it would be their pleasure to create a miracle for one who was creating miracles for others.  They then offered to dramatically reduce my interest rate and lower my monthly payments.  I was shocked and speechless and knew that my abundant attitude was materializing in front of me.  Prosperity comes in many forms.

Today I am more peaceful, prosperous and filled with joy than ever before.  I am grateful for the lessons I learned about the riches of my kingdom.  The greatest lesson was that the riches are mine as soon as I am willing to claim them as my own.  I have no doubt that abundance will flow from me for the rest of my life. It was necessary for me to receive the gifts of heaven before I could share them with others.  We cannot give what we have not received.  

Our kingdom is rich and there is plenty for everyone.  Take a moment today and ask yourself how you would spend your day if you had a hundred million dollars in the bank.  How would you think, act, feel, or respond if you knew you had enough?  Each moment that you spend in this consciousness creates the outward experience of wealth and abundance.  What if you knew that you came to this world simply to experience joy because you already have everything?  What if you stopped trying to “get” anything here and allowed your mind to relax peacefully?  Imagine the brilliant ideas and thoughts that would come forward from you if you could relax and know that everything is in perfect order and is being orchestrated for your highest good.  Imagine what it would feel like if you knew you were safe, whole and had everything already.  Imagine.
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