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“                                  “Preparing for the Miracle – Part I”
                                                                  Written by: Robin D. Duncan (Copyright 2005)
                                                             (A Course in Miracles for Daily Living)
Are you in need of a miracle?  Do you have goals that are just beyond your reach?  A Course in Miracles teaches us that “we are only in an impossible situation because we think it is possible to be in one.”  It goes on to say that our thoughts (the cause) create our experiences (the effect) and that miracles are a result of a “shift in perception.”  How many times have you felt like you were in an impossible situation and had no idea how to find your way out?  How can you get to that “much needed” shift in perception and prepare yourself for a miracle?  

Today, we will focus on “willingness.”  It sounds so simple to be willing to see things differently, but actually it’s more difficult than it sounds.  It means that you have to let go of your idea of how things ought to be and allow your own Higher Wisdom to give you a new perspective.  The ego-mind is very clever.  It is as clever as you are because it was your own mind that created it.  It knows where you are vulnerable and where you are easily distracted.  The moment it starts to sense that you are abandoning judgment, fear, worry and doubt as “trade-ins” for a new perception, it tends to ramp up it’s position.  
The Course tells us that the ego’s range is from “suspiciousness to viciousness.”  On its best day, the ego-mind is suspicious and when it thinks it is losing you to more love-based consciousness, it turns to viciousness.  This is why most people have said that when they moved toward a deeper relationship with God (or towards a greater level of peace), that their life suddenly became turbulent.  

The Course also says that the ego’s chief device is to preoccupy your mind with “insolvable problems.”  In other words, what could be more effective at keeping you from your joy and peace than a continued blast of insolvable problems?  The problems don’t even need to be substantial.  They can be quite minor; like needing to be at two places at the same time, or trying to pay a $20 bill when you only have $10.  Minor or major, an insolvable problem can be very distracting!  Of course, the problems can ramp up in significance, and typically do while you are asking for a new perception.  
The ego-mind is very clever, in that with a continued flow of insolvable problems you are less likely to hear the answer you have asked for from your Higher Mind.  This is the overall plan.  It’s goal is to preoccupy your mind so completely that you would never even think of asking for a new perception.  It knows that once you remember who you are and who your Source is, that its theme-song of fear and separation will be known as false and the ego would be dissolved accordingly.  
The ego-mind does what it does out of self-preservation.  Its whole thought-system of separation is upheld by our continued attention to its wants, needs and judgments.  So, what can we do with these insolvable problems?  Do we give up because we know that the ego will never give up until it is completely dissolved?  Absolutely NOT!
The secret here is that the ego-mind (based in fear) does not have a Source.  Only Love has a Source; God, The Great I AM, the Alpha, the Omega.  So even though the ego can present countless distractions, conflicts, judgments and compelling thoughts of fear, worry and doubt, it does not have a Source.  It only has WHAT YOU GIVE IT.  It’s like the Wizard of Oz behind the curtain: a big voice with no real power or substance!    
Question:  So how can you deal with the explosive voice of the ego that has even more relentless tenacity than gum on your shoe?  

Answer:  STOP RIGHT WHERE YOU ARE!  Look directly at the fear you are facing (whether it is inward or outward) and then KNOW that it is NOT BASED IN TRUTH!  Then… ask for the Truth from the ONE who knows it.  Ask for a new perception and be vigilant with your request until you understand the answer.  KNOW that you cannot be altered by anything here, because what God created is unalterable.  KNOW that your prayers are always heard and answered.  KNOW that you will be guided through every perceived obstacle.  And KNOW that your only part is your willingness to carry out the guidance you are receiving.  And then stay in the consciousness of Gratitude as if it’s already done!  Here’s a wonderful example:

A woman I know (and love) was living on disability.  She had her room and board covered, but lived on an allowance of $100/month.  She was feeling sad one day because she felt there was no way she could pay back the people she owed and no way she could ever experience the freedom of living on her own or driving a car again.  In her mind, her situation seemed to be doomed to a basic existence.  I asked her how much money she needed to be able to pay back the people she owed money to.  She told me “about $10,000.”  We talked about there being “no order of difficulty in miracles.”  To God, miracles are all the same.  They are simply misperceptions that need correction.  Size does not matter.  We prayed that day that there would be a solution, such that the bills could be paid and somehow this woman could live on her own, drive again and experience the freedom she longed for.  

Some time after the prayer, the woman did her part.  She “acted as if her prayer had already been answered.”  Without having any idea how the solution would unfold, she went down to the DMV and got her drivers’ license (anticipating the miracle).  She told me this while we were driving along in my car.  I asked her what type of car she would get, once she was able to get one.  She said, “Oh, I would love a red four-door sedan that is a newer model and gets good gas mileage.”   

Within a very short time, the woman received a disability settlement (that she had not planned on in such magnitude) that paid off the people she owed money to.  Additionally, she was able to move into an apartment of her own and she had $4,500 left over to buy a car.  She found a beautiful red newer sedan and was able to pay cash for it.  The seller even filled up her tank with gas as a gift!  (Yeah, that happens everyday!)
The moral of this story is…  If you would like to experience a miracle, you must first know that it is possible.  Next, ask for guidance about how to proceed.  Then, listen to the guidance you are receiving no matter how loud and obnoxious your ego-mind becomes or what insolvable problems it throws on your path.  Know that you cannot be altered by any of it.  The Course says, “Learn to be quiet in the midst of turmoil, for quietness is the end of strife.”  

By following these simple, yet powerful steps, you are then ready for the miracle (the shift in perception).  It is your willingness combined with God’s strength that produces the miracle.  It is not up to you to decide when, what, why or how.  Simply be willing to KNOW  and ACT as if it is already done.  
I have learned so much from our Golden Retriever, Abby.  She never loses sight of her goal.  She ALWAYS acts as if the ball is already hers, and she ALWAYS gets someone to find it, fetch it, and throw it for her.  She holds a purely joyful thought about her goal AT ALL TIMES.  She never judges it or dwells on the past.  You can tell she has NO DOUBT and not one once of WORRY or FEAR about receiving her desired outcome.  She simply keeps her mind clearly focused on what she would like to have happen and waits for Divine Timing.  And it is DONE!  Are you prepared for your miracle?
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